Investing in growth
Recent transaction
PUMA ALPHA EIS
About our investment

INVESTMENT

In October 2018, Puma invested £2.35 million of equity into Le Col, a leading
British cycling brand founded by ex-professional cyclist Yanto Barker. Le Col
uses the latest technology to bring high-performance kit to consumers with
a quality formerly reserved for professionals.

£2.35 million

Following a £1 million crowd-fundraise in 2017, Le Col’s growth has been
significant. In 2018, its revenues are expected to triple and online sales to
grow sevenfold year-on-year, while exports have already increased to 50
countries worldwide.

SECTOR

Among Le Col’s numerous high-profile sponsorships, the brand has gained
further recognition through its partnership with Sir Bradley Wiggins, who
developed a signature range, Le Col by Wiggins, and moved his Team Wiggins
kit from Rapha to Le Col.

Sports apparel

LOCATION
London

In addition to its unique market proposition, the company operates in a
desirable, growing sector. Our investment will help Le Col’s experienced
management team accelerate through its next stage of growth.

ESTABLISHED

Why we invested
• Le Col has a compelling combination of in-demand products, professional
insight and management experience.
• The company’s revenues are expected to triple in 2018 and online sales
to grow sevenfold year-on-year.
• Le Col’s robust growth plan is complemented by a supportive sector.
Cycling products already contribute more than £700 million annually to
the UK economy and this figure will likely rise as the Government strives to
double cycling volumes by 20251.
• Based in the UK and exporting to 50 countries, Le Col owns its own
factory in Treviso, Italy, increasing its manufacturing and supply chain
control.

Our Investment Director’s view

Tommy O’Sullivan
Investment Director

“Guided by Yanto’s performance insight, design
expertise and drive for perfection, Le Col is becoming
the go-to brand for cyclists looking for the best kit.
Our investment will support the team to leverage the
explosive growth it’s achieved over the last 12
months, ensuring Le Col continues on its exciting
journey.”

The Value of the Cycling Sector to the British Economy, Bicycle Association, June 2018
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EXPANSION
Now exporting
to over 50 countries

Le Col’s founder’s
view

Yanto Barker
Founder, Le Col

Management team

“We are delighted to partner with
Puma; their support will be key in
facilitating the next phase of Le
Col’s growth. The gains we’ve made
in 2018 have been exceptional and
this investment will be instrumental
in taking our market-leading
product to a global cycling
audience.”

Le Col has a highly-experienced management team.
Its Board includes:
• CEO, Yanto Barker:
Ex-professional cyclist and founder of Le Col;
• Director, Tom Reid:
Formerly Commercial Director of brand agency, RPM; and
• Chief Marketing Officer, Simon Creasey:
Previously Marketing Director at Sky.

EIS funding
EIS investment provides vital development opportunities to small and medium-sized businesses. Through receiving investment at a
pivotal, early stage of their lifecycle, companies can increase profitability and invest in growth strategies while providing investors with the
opportunity to capitalise on their success.

Get in touch
Call our Business Development Team on 0207 408 4070 or visit www.pumainvestments.co.uk to find out
more.

Risk Factors
You can only invest in Puma Alpha EIS through a Financial
Adviser who has assessed that a subscription is suitable for you.
An investment in Puma Alpha EIS carries risk and you should
read in full the Puma Alpha EIS Investment Details. Below are
the key risks:
General: Past performance is no indication of future results
and share prices and their values can go down as well as up.
The forecasts in the document are not a reliable guide to
future performance.

Bond Street House,
14 Clifford Street London, W1S 4JU
Advisor Enquiries: 020 7408 4070
Investor Enquiries: 020 7408 4100

Capital at Risk: An investment in Puma Alpha EIS can be viewed
as high risk. Investors’ capital may be at risk and investors may get
back less than their original investment.
Tax Reliefs: Tax reliefs depend on individuals’ personal
circumstances, minimum holding periods and may be subject
to change.
Liquidity: It is unlikely there will be a liquid market in the shares of
the EIS portfolio companies and it may prove difficult for
investors to realise their investment immediately or in full.

This document is a financial promotion issued by Puma Investments in accordance
with section 21 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA). Puma Investments and Puma Private Equity are trading names of Puma Investment
Management Limited which is authorised and regulated by the FCA, FRN 590919.
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www.pumainvestments.co.uk /advisors-puma-alpha-eis
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